
 

 

MINUTES OF LYA BOARD MEETING  
November 13, 2022 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Attendance:   
Board members present– Executive: Miller, Spallone, Gardner, D’Orazio, Brutto Other:  

Owsik, Esposito, Merritt, Pirich, Gange, Hamilton, C Allen, Pusey, K Ryan, Petchkofski, Mariani 
Absent: Phillips, Wheeler, Gately 
 
Others Present:  Sara Czubaroff, Laughlin – Executive Director, Nora Petchkofski 
 

I. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
II. Board Elections 
 

a. The LYA Board had eight open spots (max of 19 board members) for the 2022-2024 
term.  Six (C Allen, Brutto, Gardner, Miller, Owsik, and Spallone) of the eight 2020-
2022 members were seeking re-election.  Two other members (McSherry & Roth) 
have decided not to seek re-election leaving two open board spots.  Two nominees 
(Glen Mariani and Nora Petchkofski) attended to seek election.  After summaries of 
each new member and introductions were made by existing board members, Spal-
lone motioned to have all nominees elected to the board.  K Ryan 2nd the motion.  
Motion was unanimously accepted and all members are now elected to serve on the 
board for the 2022-2024 term.  

b. After the general elections, the Executive Board elections were held.   
i. D’Orazio nominated Spallone for President. C Allen 2nd the motion.  Board 

unanimously approved.   
ii. D’Orazio nominated Miller for Chairman of the Board.  Spallone 2nd the mo-

tion.  Board unanimously approved.   
iii. Spallone nominated Brutto for Treasurer. D’Orazio 2nd the motion.  Board 

unanimously approved.   
iv. Spallone appointed Gardner as VP of Sports Operations 
v. Spallone appointed D’Orazio as VP of Administration 

 
II. Approval of minutes from October 2022 board meeting 

 
Spallone motioned to approve, Miller 2nd the motion.  Board unanimously ap-

proved October 2022 minutes.  
 
III. Treasurer’s Report 

 
Financial reports were presented to the board.  Discussion about coding individ-
ual sport’s field maintenance costs was had.  Laughlin will follow up with LYA’s 
accountant to determine correct coding.  K Ryan made a motion to approve re-
ports.  Miller 2nd the motion. The board unanimously approved the financial re-
ports.   
 

IV. Presidents Report – Spallone: 



 

 

 
Spallone spoke with DASD about the fading parking lines at Lionville Park’s park-

ing lot.  K Ryan will speak to the township and will report back. 
Spallone also spoke with DASD about bathrooms at LYA.  Spallone asked if any-

one was interested in leading this potential project.  K Ryan and Owsik offered to work 
on this project.  Gange would be interested in helping with fundraising. Discussion about 
the investment of bathrooms was had. 

 
V. Sports/Operations Report – Gardner 

 
• Soccer – Recreational soccer finished up last weekend.  Weather was fantastic minus 

one weekend. Volunteer participation was a struggle.  

• Softball – Fall season and junior umpire program was successful.  Softball will work on 
the winter program which will be for fee and run by All-Star Sports Academy.  

• Fall baseball – Fall baseball finished up. Used new field scheduler and it was a success. 
Field E was upgraded and LYA was able to host some Hillcats tournaments. Field C will 
be renovated in future.  Baseball is in need of volunteers. 

• Lightning – Three of the four teams participated competitively in the fall and the develop-
ment team started in the fall.  All teams are moving inside for the winter. 

• Basketball – Evaluations are being held this week for certain leagues.  All leagues start-
ing after Thanksgiving.  High school girls had enough participants to have a league.  
LYA received enough gym space from DASD for all leagues. Basketball is struggling to 
get commissioners and volunteers this year.   

• Lacrosse – LYA is working with Upper Uwchlan to consider LYA as an Upper Uwchlan 
entity since we service many Upper Uwchlan residents.  The next board meeting is No-
vember 21st and Hamilton will let the LYA board know what has been decided. 

• Track & Field – Roth has retired as commissioner.  LYA seeking a new commissioner. 

• Travel Soccer – Most teams are finishing up fall tournaments. The U15 girls team has 
established themselves in the top US soccer conference and are travelling nationally 
and having a lot of success. 

 
VI. Administrative Report 
 

D’Orazio indicated that Field B upgrades are starting soon.  LYA is installing a 
retainer wall to keep infield mix out of dugouts and working on the lips in the field.  
LYA will be working on upgrades to Field C this week.  LYA also started the win-
terization of the fields and house. 
 
D’Orazio indicated that the snack stand needs a new floor due to the extensive 
amount of water that runs under it. 
 
LYA will set up getting infield mix as a regular delivery and distribute as needed. 



 

 

 
D’Orazio is looking to start the process of getting an angled fence at Foster and 
LMS field.  LMS for safety for those participating at Field J, and Foster due to the 
amount of balls going into the residents’ yard. 

   
 

 
VII. Old Business 
 

1. COVID-19 Updates – Nothing to report. 
2. Financial Aid Form – Laughlin put the financial aid form on the website for 
those who have a financial need to participant in any of LYA’s programs. 
3.  Downingtown Parade – Esposito and Czubaroff are working on having 
LYA march in the Downingtown parade.  Esposito will send executive board the 
amount needed for the parade for them to approve.   

 
IX.  New Business 

  
1. Budget Approvals –  The following budgets were presented to the board.  

a. Boys Lacrosse – Hamilton used last year’s financials and increased fees by $10 
per division.  Boys lacrosse operated at a loss last year and hoping to recuperate 
the numbers this year by the increase and new classification by Upper Uwchlan.  
Spallone motioned to approve boys lacrosse budget.  K Ryan 2nd motion.  Board 
unanimously approved. 

b. Girls Lacrosse – Hamilton used last year’s financials to determine budget.  Feed-
back from participants showed that they would like more turf time and better uni-
forms.  Hamilton increased the fees to account for these two items.  Spallone 
motioned to approve boys lacrosse budget.  K Ryan 2nd motion.  Board unani-
mously approved. 

c. Little League Softball - Registration fees are the same as last spring with the ex-
ception of Quickball which increased by $5 and minors which increased to be 
equal to majors as the costs are the same.  The umpire budget was increased 
due to the in-house junior umpire program. Esposito motioned to approve the 
softball budget.  Owsik 2nd motion.  Board unanimously approved the softball 
budget.  

d. Little League Baseball - Registration fees are the same as last spring. Merritt mo-
tioned to approve.  K Ryan 2nd motion.  Board unanimously approved 

2. Proposal for Volunteer Recognition – Since volunteer participation has been down the 
last few years, Gange put forth a proposal to give a gift for each volunteer after the sea-
son has ended.  She proposed having a volunteer committee to work on this, but initially 
asking to give a $10 Wawa gift card for each coach.  LYA has over 550 coaches.  The 
cost for the notes would be approximately $200 plus about $5500 for gift cards for one 
year.   Discussion about asking Wawa to subsidize the gift cards was had and Laughlin 



 

 

will research.  K Ryan suggested increasing the amount to $25 per card.  Lots of ques-
tions about logistics were asked.  It was suggested that a Volunteer Recognition commit-
tee meeting occur before the next board meeting to hash out details.  Pusey suggested 
sending out a survey to parents about volunteering.  Laughlin will set up a meeting for 
those interested in participating in the volunteer recognition committee. 

 
 

Public Comment 
 

No public comment 
 

 
IX.  Adjourn  

 Spallone motioned to adjourn, D’Orazio 2nd motion.  The board unanimously approved. 


